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to asasssinate the Queen, and that pistols furnished by the Master of Gray himself were found upon the would-be murderer.
Bad faith was so obtrusively apparent in this performance, that the Ambassadors could no longer close their eyes to it. They were finally convinced that they could do nothing for poor Mary Stuart, so they abandoned her to her fate, and started for Scotland the next day.
Directly they were gone, Elizabeth sent Davison, her secretary, to Sir Amyas Paulet. He was instructed to sound him anew with regard to his prisoner. The Queen was terrified, in spite of herself, at the thought of a public execution, and recurred to her original idea of poison or assassination; but Sir Amyas Paulet vowed that no person except the executioner should be admitted to Mary's presence, and that even he must be provided with a warrant drawn in proper form.
Davison reported his reply to Elizabeth, who stamped her foot impatiently as she listened, and when he had done could not contain her wrath.
" God's death 1" she cried; " what a scrupulous villain is this, who prates incessantly of his fidelity, and refuses to prove it 1"
It was necessary that Elizabeth should at last come to some decision. She asked Davison for the warrant; he presented it to her, and she signed it without the least indication of emotion, forgetting that she was herself the daughter of a queen who died on the scaffold. Having ordered the great seal of England to be affixed, she said, with a laugh i
" Go and say to Walsingham that all is over for poor Queen Mary, but break it to him gently, for he is ill, and I fear the shock may kill him."
The pleasantry was the more brutal in that Walsingham